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(57) ABSTRACT

A reverse rotation detection module is provided for a power
tool having an electric motor intended to rotate in a first
direction but not an opposite second direction. The reverse
rotation detection module is comprised of: a switching
arrangement having a plurality of motor switches; three posi-
tion sensors; a first latch circuit; a second latch circuit; and a
motor driver module that is configured to receive the shut-
down signal from the second latch circuit and discontinue
driving the motor in response to the shutdown signal. An
overspeed protection module is provided for a handheld
power tool. The overspeed protection module is comprised
of: an electric motor; a switching arrangement having a plu-
rality of motor switches; a diode pump circuit; a comparator
circuit; and a motor driver module that is configured to
receive a shutdown signal from the comparator circuit and
discontinue driving the motor in response to the shutdown
signal.

9 Claims, 9 Drawing Sheets
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1
REVERSE ROTATION DETECTION AND
OVERSPEED PROTECTION FOR POWER
TOOL WITH BRUSHLESS MOTOR

FIELD

The present disclosure relates to reverse rotation detection
and overspeed protection for a power tool with a brushless
motor.

BACKGROUND

Power tools may use brushless AC motors that have one or
more phases. A given power tool may be intended to rotate in
a first direction but not intended to rotate in an opposite
second direction. Where not intended, the rotation in the
opposite second direction, or reverse rotation, may result in
the power tool accessories loosening and thus becoming
detached from the power tool during normal operation.
Therefore, there is a need to detect reverse rotation of the
motor in such a power tool and to stop power tool operation if
the reverse rotation is detected.

Brushless AC motors used in power tools may be capable
ot higher rotation speeds than are acceptable to other compo-
nents of the power tool, including the attached accessories.
There is, therefore, a need to detect an overspeed condition
and to shut down the power tool when the overspeed condi-
tion is detected.

This section provides background information related to
the present disclosure which is not necessarily prior art.

SUMMARY

The present disclosure pertains to a power tool having an
electric motor. The power tool may include: an elongated
housing configured to be grasped by a user; an output shaft at
least partially contained in the housing; an electric motor
drivably connected to the output shaft to impart rotary motion
thereto; a switching arrangement interposed between the
electric motor and a power source; and a motor driver module
interfaces with the switches of the switching arrangement and
operable to control switching operation of the motor
switches.

In one aspect of the disclosure, the electric motor is
intended to rotate in one direction but not in an opposite
direction. A reverse rotation detection module monitors the
rotational direction of the motor and generates a shutdown
signal when the electric motor rotates in a direction that is
opposite the intended rotational direction. To monitor rota-
tion, the reverse rotation detection module is configured to
receive signals from two or more position sensors. The motor
driver module is configured to receive the shutdown signal
from the reverse rotation detection module and discontinue
driving the motor in response to the shutdown signal.

The reverse rotation detection module is comprised gener-
ally to a first latch circuit and a second latch circuit; and a
motor driver module. The first latch circuit is configured to
receive a first signal from a first one of the position sensors
and a second signal from a second one of the position sensors
and operates to generate an output state indicative of
sequence of magnitude variations in the first signal relation to
magnitude variations in the second signal. The second latch
circuit is configured to receive the second signal from the
second one of the position sensors, a third signal from a third
one of the position sensors, and the output state from the first
latch circuit. The second latch circuit operates to generate a
shutdown signal in accordance with sequence of magnitude
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variations in the first latch output signal in relation to magni-
tude variations in the second and third signals.

In another aspect of this disclosure, an overspeed protec-
tion module also monitors the rotational motion of the motor.
More specifically, the overspeed protection module monitors
the speed of the motor and generates a shutdown signal when
the speed of the motor exceeds a threshold. Likewise, the
motor driver module is configured to receive the shutdown
signal from the overspeed protection module and discontinue
driving the motor in response to the shutdown signal.

In some arrangements, the overspeed protection module
employs a diode pump circuit.

This section provides a general summary of the disclosure,
and is nota comprehensive disclosure of'its full scope orall of
its features. Further areas of applicability will become appar-
ent from the description provided herein. The description and
specific examples in this summary are intended for purposes
of illustration only and are not intended to limit the scope of
the present disclosure.

DRAWINGS

The drawings described herein are for illustrative purposes
only of selected embodiments and not all possible implemen-
tations, and are not intended to limit the scope of the present
disclosure.

FIG. 1 is an illustration depicting a power tool;

FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view of a power tool;

FIG. 3 is a block diagram depicting an exemplary embodi-
ment of a motor control system having a reverse rotation
detection module and an overspeed protection module;

FIG. 4 is a circuit diagram for an overspeed protection
module;

FIG. 5A is a simplified circuit diagram of an exemplary
embodiment of a reverse rotation detection module;

FIG. 5B is a graph depicting periodic waveforms of posi-
tion sensor signals in a reverse rotation detection module;

FIG. 6 is a circuit diagram of an exemplary embodiment of
a combination of an overspeed protection module and a
reverse rotation detection module;

FIG. 7 is a block diagram depicting a variation of an exem-
plary embodiment of a motor control system having a reverse
rotation detection module and an overspeed protection mod-
ule;

FIG. 8 is a circuit diagram depicting an exemplary embodi-
ment of a motor control system having an integrated motor
driver module.

FIG. 9 is a block diagram depicting a variation of an exem-
plary embodiment of a motor control system having a power
on/off switch that is positioned between a motor driver power
supply and a motor driver module.

Corresponding reference numerals indicate corresponding
parts throughout the several views of the drawings.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Example embodiments will now be described more fully
with reference to the accompanying drawings.

A power tool 10 depicted in FIG. 1 comprises a housing 12
having an elongated shape and having first 14 and second 16
portions defined by the housing 12. A user can grasp the
power tool 10 by placing the palm of the user’s hand over and
around the housing 12. An output member 18 is positioned at
one end 12-1 of the housing 12 and comprises a right angle
gearset 20 that drives a rotating disk 22. An adjustable guard
24 is covering at least a portion of the rotating disk 22 and
obstructs sparks and debris generated during operation of the
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power tool 10. While the present description is provided with
reference to a grinder, it is readily understood that the broader
aspects of the present disclosure are applicable to other types
of power tools, including but not limited to sander, drill,
impact driver, tapper, fastener driver, and saw.

The first 14 and second 16 portions are secured together
with screws 26, illustratively six, and enclose an electric
motor 28 and electronic circuit components, as further
described below, that drive the output member 18. While the
present description is provided with reference to a brushless
motor, the electric motor 28 may be any type of electrical
motor capable of driving the output member 18. A power cord
30 is connectable to an AC power source and is positioned at
opposite end 12-2 of the housing 12. The power cord 30
provides power to the electric motor 28 and the electronic
circuit components of the power tool 10. The first portion 14
further includes a power on/off switch 32 and a spindle lock
switch 34. Putting the power on/off switch 32 in on and off
positions turns on and turns off the electric motor 28, respec-
tively. Pressing and holding the spindle lock switch 34
enables the user to change the rotating disk 22. A plurality of
narrow slot openings 36 of the first 14 and second 16 portions
allow for venting of the electric motor 28 and the electronic
circuit components. The one end 12-1 of the housing 12 also
includes a threaded opening 38 for selectively attaching a
side-handle (not shown) to enable two-handed operation.

FIG. 2 depicts a cross sectional view of the power tool 10
with the first portion 14 of the housing 12 removed. A plural-
ity of electronic circuit components of the power tool 10 are
configured to control the electric motor 28. The electronic
circuit components generally comprise a switch contact 40 of
the power on/oft switch 32, a rectifier 42, DC bus capacitors
44, and, as further described below, control logic that powers
and controls the electric motor 28. As mentioned above with
respect to FIG. 1, the power cord 30 is connectable to an AC
power source, such as AC power outlet, at AC main node and
AC neutral node. The rectifier 42 converts AC voltage into DC
voltage and the DC bus capacitors 44 smooth the DC line
voltage.

FIG. 3 depicts an exemplary embodiment of a motor con-
trol system 46 which can be employed in a power tool. The
motor control system 46 is comprised generally of a motor
driver module 48, a controller 49, a reverse rotation detection
module 50, an overspeed protection module 52, and a switch-
ing arrangement 54. The motor control system 46 may further
include two or more position sensors 56, 58, 60. The position
sensors are configured to detect rotational motion of the elec-
tric motor 28 and generate a signal indicative of the rotational
motion, where the signal has a periodic waveform whose
magnitude varies in accordance with the rotational position of
the motor. While the following description is provided with
reference to a Hall Effect sensor as a position sensor, it is
readily understood that other types of position sensors (e.g.,
inductive sensors) are within the broader aspects of this dis-
closure.

In an exemplary embodiment, a rectifier 42 is connected to
an AC power source 62 via a power on/off switch 32 and
converts AC power line voltage input into DC voltage. The
switching arrangement 54 is interposed between the electric
motor 28 and the power source 62 for the tool. In particular,
the switching arrangement 54 is coupled between the rectifier
42 and the electric motor 28. The controller 49 is interfaced
with the motor driver module 48 and generates PWM signals
to control the electric motor 28. The motor driver module 48
is interfaced with the switches (not shown) of the switching
arrangement 54 and controls the switching operation of the
switches. In an example embodiment, the switching arrange-
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ment 54 may be further defined as a three-phase inverter
bridge although other arrangements are contemplated by this
disclosure. Furthermore, the switching arrangement 54 and
the motor driver module 48 may be a single integrated circuit
which is commercially available from various manufactures.
As used herein, the term module may refer to, be part of, or
include an electronic circuit, and application specific inte-
grated circuit (ASIC), a processor (shared, dedicated, or
group) and/or memory (shared dedicated, or group) that
execute one or more software or firmware programs, a com-
binational logic circuit, and/or other suitable components that
provide the described functionality.

In the example embodiment, the power tool 10 is designed
to rotate in one direction (e.g., counter-clockwise) but not in
an opposite direction (e.g., clockwise). The reverse rotation
detection module 50 monitors the rotational direction of the
electric motor 28 and generates a shutdown signal when the
electric motor rotates in a direction that is opposite the
intended rotational direction. To do so, the reverse rotation
detection module 50 receives signals from two or more posi-
tion sensors 56, 58, 60. In one embodiment, the position
sensors are Hall Effect sensors although other types of sen-
sors may be used to detect and/or measure rotational speed of
the electric motor 28. The motor driver module 48 is config-
ured to receive the shutdown signal from the reverse rotation
detection module 50 and discontinue driving the electric
motor 28 in response to the shutdown signal.

The overspeed protection module 52 also monitors the
rotational motion of the electric motor 28. More specifically,
the overspeed protection module 52 monitors the speed of the
motor and generates a shutdown signal when the speed of the
motor exceeds a threshold. Likewise, the motor driver module
48 is configured to receive the shutdown signal from the
overspeed protection module 52 and discontinue driving the
motor in response to the shutdown signal. In one embodi-
ment, the motor driver module 48 opens the switches in the
switching arrangement in a manner that terminates motor
rotation. With reference to U.S. Patent Application Publica-
tion No. 2011/0056715 which is incorporated herein in its
entirety, other techniques for disabling the motor and/or the
power tool are contemplated by this disclosure.

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram of an exemplary embodi-
ment for the overspeed protection module 52. The overspeed
protection module 52 is comprised generally of an amplifi-
cation stage circuit 64, a diode pump circuit 66, and a com-
parator circuit 68. It is envisioned that one or more of these
circuit components may be replaced with other circuit com-
ponents that provide similar functions. The diode pump cir-
cuit 66 is configured to receive a signal, via the amplification
stage circuit 64, from one of the position sensors, where the
signal has a periodic waveform with a frequency proportional
to rotational speed of the motor. The diode pump circuit 66
operates to output a voltage proportional to the frequency of
the signal. The comparator circuit 68 receives the output
voltage from the diode pump circuit 66, compares the output
voltage to a reference voltage, and generates a shutdown
signal when the output voltage exceeds the reference voltage.
The motor driver module 48 discontinues driving the motor
28 in response to receiving the shutdown signal from the
comparator circuit 68.

In the exemplary embodiment, the amplification stage cir-
cuit 64 comprises a buffer 70, a capacitor 72, and a resistor 74.
The buffer 70 is connected to the position sensor 56 and
generates an amplified output signal in response to receiving
the position sensor signal. The capacitor 72 is positioned
across a DC power supply input of the bufter 70 and stabilizes
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aline voltage level. The resistor 74 is positioned in series with
the buffer 70 output and dampens edges of the amplified
output signal.

With continued reference to the exemplary embodiment in
FIG. 4, the diode pump circuit 66 comprises capacitors 76, 82,
diodes 78, 80, and a resistor 84 and generates a diode pump
output in response to receiving the amplified output signal.
The capacitor 76 is connected in series with the diode 78,
comprising a diode clamp circuit. The diode clamp circuit is
further connected to the capacitor 82 and to the resistor 84 via
the diode 80, comprising a lossy peak detector circuit. The
diode clamp circuit operates to increase voltage across the
capacitor 82 in response to receiving the amplified output
signal of increasing frequency. Likewise, the diode clamp
circuit operates to decrease voltage across the capacitor 82 in
response to receiving the amplified output signal of decreas-
ing frequency. The resistor 84 is connected in parallel with the
capacitor 82 and operates to slowly discharge the capacitor
82.

The comparator circuit 68 generally comprises resistors
86, 88, a comparator 90, capacitors 92, 94, and a resistor 96
and selectively generates a shutdown signal in response to
receiving the diode pump output signal. The capacitor 94 is
connected across a comparator voltage supply input and
ground and stabilizes voltage level across a comparator power
supply V3P3D. The resistors 86, 88 are connected across a
positive input of the comparator 90 and ground and together
with the comparator power supply V3P3D operate to estab-
lish a reference voltage at the positive input. The capacitor 92
is connected across the positive input of the comparator 90
and ground and operates to stabilize the reference voltage of
the comparator 90. The feedback resistor 96 is connected
across the positive input of the comparator 90 and output of
the comparator 90. The feedback resistor 96, thus, operates to
establish hysteresis for the comparator 90. The comparator
circuit 68 receives the diode pump output signal at a negative
input of the comparator 90. The comparator 90 compares the
reference voltage to the diode pump output signal voltage.
The comparator 90 generates a high value of the comparator
output signal in response to the diode pump output signal
voltage being less than the reference voltage. The comparator
90 generates a low value of the comparator output signal, or
the shutdown signal, in response to the diode pump output
signal voltage exceeding the reference voltage. The motor
driver module 48 discontinues driving the motor 28 in
response to receiving the shutdown signal from the compara-
tor circuit 68.

FIG. 5A is a simplified circuit diagram depicting an exem-
plary embodiment of the reverse rotation detection module
50. FIG. 5B is a graph depicting exemplary periodic wave-
forms of the positions sensors 56, 58, 60 in the reverse rota-
tion detection module 50. The reverse rotation detection mod-
ule 50 is comprised generally of a first latch circuit 98 and a
second latch circuit 100. It is envisioned that one or more of
these circuit components may be replaced with other circuit
components that provide similar functions. The first 98 and
second 100 latch circuits are connected in series and generate
the first (Q1) and second (Q2) latch output signals, as illus-
trated in FIG. 5B.

The first latch circuit 98 is configured to receive a first
signal from a first one of the position sensors and a second
signal from a second one of the position sensors and operates
to generate an output state indicative of sequence of magni-
tude variations in the first signal relative to magnitude varia-
tions in the second signal. In the exemplary embodiment, the
first latch circuit 98 is configured to receive the first position
sensor signal at a Clockl input and to receive the second
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position sensor signal at a Datal input. The first latch circuit
98 selectively generates a high or a low value of the first latch
output signal (Q1). The first latch circuit 98 generates a low
value of the output signal in response to detecting a rising
edge of the signal at the Clock1 input and detecting a low
value of the signal at the Datal input. This point is further
illustrated in FIG. 5B, where the rising edge of the first posi-
tion sensor signal at point 106 and the low value of the second
position sensor signal at point 108 result in low value of the
first latch output signal (Q1), see point 110 on the graph.

Furthermore, the first latch circuit 98 generates a high
value of the output signal (Q1) in response to detecting a
rising edge of the signal at the Clock1 input and detecting a
high value of the signal at the Datal input. This point is further
illustrated in FIG. 5B, where the rising edge of the first posi-
tion sensor signal at point 112 and the high value of the second
position sensor signal at point 114 result in high value of the
first latch output signal (Q1), see point 116 on the graph.
Resistor 102 and capacitor 104 are connected in series with
each other and are further connected across the Clearl\ input
of the first latch circuit 98 and ground. The resistor 102 and
capacitor 104 operate to reset the first latch circuit 98 in
response to initial application of supply voltage Vcec.

Continuing with respect to FIGS. 5A and 5B, the second
latch circuit 100 is configured to receive the second signal
from the second one of the position sensors, a third signal
from a third one of the position sensors and the output state
from the first latch circuit 98. The second latch circuit 100
operates to generate a shutdown signal in accordance with
sequence of magnitude variations in the first latch output
signal in relation to magnitude variations in the second and
third signals. In the exemplary embodiment, the second latch
circuit 100 is connected to activate in response to receiving a
high value of the first latch output signal (Q1) at a Clear2\
input. Point 118 in FIG. 5B indicates that second latch output
signal (Q2) will remain at a low value in response to receiving
a low value of the first latch output signal (Q1). Activation of
the second latch circuit 100 is illustrated in FIG. 5B where the
second latch circuit 100 activates in response to receiving a
high value of the first latch output signal (Q1) at point 116.
The second latch circuit 100 is further configured to receive
the second and third position sensor signals at Clock2 and
Data2 inputs, respectively. When activated, the second latch
circuit 100 operates analogous to the first latch circuit 98 in
that it selectively generates a high or a low value ofthe second
latch output signal (Q2).

Further describing the operation of the second latch circuit
100 after it activates in response to receiving a high value of
the first latch output signal (Q1) at a Clear2\ input. For
example, the second latch circuit 100 generates a low value of
the second latch output signal (Q2) in response to detecting a
rising edge of the signal at the Clock2 input and detecting a
low value of the signal at the Data2 input. On the other hand,
the second latch circuit 100 generates a high value of the
second latch output signal (Q2), or a shutdown signal, in
response to detecting a rising edge of the signal at the Clock2
input and detecting a high value of the signal at the Data2
input. As illustrated in FIG. 5B the second latch output signal
(Q2) achieves a high value at point 124 in response to detect-
ing a rising edge of the signal at the Clock2 input at point 120
and a high value of the signal at the Data2 input at point 122.
The motor driver module 48 discontinues driving the motor
28 in response to receiving the shutdown signal from the
second latch circuit 100.

Table 1 is a truth table for the latch circuits as in the
exemplary embodiment. Designation “DC” (“don’t care”) in
the truth table indicates that the logic gate does not read the
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state of Data and Clock inputs given particular states of Clear\
and Preset\ inputs. In one embodiment the reverse rotation
detection is accomplished with two latches, although in other
embodiments one latch circuit may be used to detect reverse
rotation of the electric motor 28. Furthermore, while in one
embodiment the latch circuits are flip-flops, it is generally
understood that other configurations of logic gates may be
used to detect reverse rotation of the electric motor 28. It is
also generally understood that the latch circuits, similar to an
exemplary embodiment, can be implemented using a micro-
processor.

TABLE 1

Clear\  Preset\ Data Clock Q Q\ Function
Low High DC DC Low High Clear

High Low DC DC High Low Preset

Low Low DC DC High High Unstable
High High Low Rising Low High Clock Low
High High High Rising High Low Clock High
High High DC Falling Previous  Previous No Change

FIG. 6 is a circuit diagram of an exemplary embodiment of
the combination of the overspeed protection module 52 and
the reverse rotation detection module 50. As previously
detailed in reference to FIG. 4, the overspeed protection mod-
ule 52 monitors the speed of the motor 28 and generates a
shutdown signal when the speed of the motor exceeds a
threshold. More specifically, the comparator 90 of the over-
speed protection module 52 compares the reference voltage at
the positive input to the diode pump output signal voltage at
the negative input. The comparator 90 generates a high value
of'the comparator output signal in response to the diode pump
output signal voltage being less than the reference voltage.
The comparator 90 generates a low value of the comparator
output signal, or the shutdown signal, in response to the diode
pump output signal voltage exceeding the reference voltage.

The second latch circuit 100 is configured to receive a high
or a low value of the comparator output signal at the Preset2\
input. The second latch circuit 100 generates a low value of
the output signal (QQ2) in response to receiving a high value of
the comparator output signal. The second latch circuit 100
generates a high value of the output signal (Q2), or the shut-
down signal, in response to receiving a low value of the
comparator output signal at the Preset2\ input. A bipolar
junction transistor 136 conducts in response to receiving a
high value of the second latch output signal (Q2), or the
shutdown signal. The motor driver module 48 discontinues
driving the motor 28 in response to receiving the shutdown
signal from the second latch circuit 100 via the bipolar junc-
tion transistor 136.

Additionally, the first 98 and second 100 latch circuits of
the reverse rotation detection module 50 operate as detailed
above in reference to FIGS. SA and 5B. A resistor 126 and a
capacitor 128 are connected in series with each other and are
further positioned between the Clear1\ input of the first latch
circuit 98 and ground. The resistor 126 and the capacitor 128
operate to reset the first latch circuit 98 in response to initial
application of the supply voltage. A fast switching diode 130
is connected in parallel with the resistor 126 and operates to
discharge the capacitor 128 in response to cessation of the
supply voltage. A capacitor 132 is connected across the ref-
erence voltage input and ground and operates to decouple the
power supply from the first latch circuit 98. A resistor 133 is
connected in series with the power supply circuit V3P3D and
operates to decouple the power supply from the second latch
circuit 100. A resistor 134 is positioned in series with refer-
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ence voltage source VDD and operates to pull collector of the
bipolar junction transistor 136 to VDD potential in response
to cessation of conduction of the bipolar junction transistor
136. Connection housings 138, 140 house alternative connec-
tion configurations of the position sensors 56, 60, the first
latch circuit 98, and the second latch circuit 100. The alter-
native connection configurations allow the power tool 10 to
be configured such as to prevent rotation in the first direction
but allow rotation in the second opposite direction or, in the
alternative, such as to prevent rotation in the second opposite
direction but allow rotation in the first direction.

FIG. 7 depicts a variation of an exemplary embodiment of
the motor control system 46 having the reverse rotation detec-
tion module 50 and the overspeed protection module 52.
More specifically, FIG. 7 depicts a block diagram of the motor
control system 46 having an integrated motor module 144.
The integrated control module 144 is positioned between the
rectifier 42 and the electric motor 28 and is interfaced with the
controller 49. The integrated control module 144 comprises
the switching arrangement 54 and the motor driver module
48. The reverse rotation detection module 50 generates a
shutdown signal in response to determining that the electric
motor 28 is rotating in the second opposite direction. The
overspeed protection module 52 generates a shutdown signal
in response to determining that the electric motor 28 is rotat-
ing at a speed higher than a threshold speed. The integrated
motor driver module 144 operates to disable the electric
motor 28 in response to receiving the shutdown signal from
either the reverse rotation detection module 50 or the over-
speed protection module 52.

FIG. 8 is a circuit diagram depicting an exemplary embodi-
ment of the motor control system 46 having the integrated
motor driver module 144. The integrated motor driver module
144 generally comprises six transistors (not shown) arranged
in an inverter bridge configuration. Each phase 188, 190, 192
of the three-phase electric motor 28 connects to a pair of
transistors. The first, third, and fifth transistors are connected
between the first 188, second 190, and third 192 phases,
respectively, and power. The first, third, and fifth transistors
comprise high-side switches capable of generating a varying
average voltage across the electric motor 28 in response to
receiving a PWM signal of varying duty cycle. The second,
fourth, and sixth transistors are connected between the first
188, second 190, and third 192 phases, respectively, and
ground. The second, fourth, and sixth transistors comprise the
low-side switches capable of generating a varying average
voltage across the electric motor 28 in response to receiving
the PWM signal of varying duty cycle. The electric motor 28
rotates in response to sequentially receiving voltage across
one of the high-side switches of one phase and across one of
the low-side switches of another phase. The integrated motor
driver module 144 disables the six switches in response to
receiving the shutdown signal.

In the exemplary embodiment, the rectifier 42 comprises
diodes 146, 148, 150, 152 in a full-bridge rectifier configura-
tion. The rectifier 42 operates to convert AC line voltage to
DC voltage and to power the integrated motor driver module
144. Capacitors 156, 158 are positioned across a rectifier
output and operate to smooth voltage ripple. A shunt resistor
160 provides a low resistance path for measuring electric
current as an analog voltage.

The integrated power control module 144 is positioned
between controller 49 (not shown) and the electric motor 28.
The controller 49 generates PWM signal to control the elec-
tric motor 28 and supplies the PWM signal to the integrated
power control module 144 via logic inputs as described
below. Bootstrapping capacitors 162, 164 are positioned
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across a first phase bootstrap voltage input and a first phase
high side reference output of the integrated motor driver
module 144. The bootstrapping capacitors 162, 164 supply
voltage differential to drive the first phase of the electric
motor 28. The bootstrapping capacitors 166, 168 and boot-
strapping capacitors 170, 172 operate similarly to the boot-
strapping capacitors 162, 164 across the second and third
phases, respectively. Low-side logic inputs 174, 176, 178 and
high-side logic inputs 180, 182, 184 of the integrated motor
driver module 144 activate and deactivate in response to
receiving the PWM signal. The plurality of switches close and
open in response to receiving the PWM signal via the 174,
176, 178, 180, 182, and 184 logic inputs. The integrated
motor driver module 144 shuts down the plurality of transis-
tors turning off the electric motor 28 in response to receiving
the shutdown signal.

FIG. 9 depicts a variation of an exemplary embodiment of
the motor control system 46 having the reverse rotation detec-
tion module 50 and the overspeed protection module 52.
More specifically, FIG. 9 depicts the power on/oft switch 32
that is positioned such that the power from the AC power
supply 62 does not pass through the power on/off switch 32.
The power on/off switch 32 is further positioned between a
motor driver power supply 194 and the motor driver module
48. The motor driver power supply 194 is connected in series
with the rectifier 42 and operates to power the motor driver
module 48 via the power on/off switch 32. Specifically, in
response to being put in off position, the power on/off switch
32 operates to disable the connection between the motor
driver power supply 194 and the motor driver module 48 and
thereby operates to shut down the electric motor 28. Con-
versely, in response to being put in on position, the power
on/off switch 32 operates to enable the connection between
the motor driver power supply 194 and the motor driver
module 48 and thereby operates to turn on the electric motor
28.

The foregoing description of the embodiments has been
provided for purposes of illustration and description. It is not
intended to be exhaustive or to limit the disclosure. Individual
elements or features of a particular embodiment are generally
not limited to that particular embodiment, but, where appli-
cable, are interchangeable and can be used in a selected
embodiment, even if not specifically shown or described. The
same may also be varied in many ways. Such variations are
not to be regarded as a departure from the disclosure, and all
such modifications are intended to be included within the
scope of the disclosure.

What is claimed is:

1. A power tool having an electric motor intended to rotate
in a first direction but not in an opposite second direction,
comprising:

an elongated housing configured to be grasped by a user;

an output shaft at least partially contained in the housing;

an electric motor residing in the housing and drivably con-
nected to the output shaft to impart rotary motion
thereto;
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a switching arrangement having a plurality of motor
switches and interposed between the electric motor and
a power source;

three position sensors, each position sensor configured to
detect rotational motion of the electric motor and gen-
erate a signal having a periodic waveform whose mag-
nitude varies in accordance with rotational position of
the motor;

a first latch circuit configured to receive a first signal from
a first one of the position sensors and a second signal
from a second one of the position sensors and operates to
generate an output state indicative of sequence of mag-
nitude variations in the first signal relation to magnitude
variations in the second signal;

a second latch circuit configured to receive the second
signal from the second one of the position sensors, a
third signal from a third one of the position sensors and
the output state from the first latch circuit, the second
latch circuit operates to generate a shutdown signal in
accordance with sequence of magnitude variations in the
first latch output signal in relation to magnitude varia-
tions in the second and third signals; and

a motor driver module interfaced with the motor switches
and operable to control switching operation of the motor
switches, wherein the motor driver module is configured
to receive the shutdown signal from the second latch
circuit and discontinue driving the motor in response to
the shutdown signal.

2. The power tool of claim 1 wherein the first signal serves

as a clock signal for the first latch circuit.

3. The power tool of claim 2 wherein the first latch circuit
generates an output state having a high value in response to
the second signal having a high value during a rising edge of
the first signal and generates an output state having a low
value in response the second signal having a low value during
a rising edge of the first signal.

4. The power tool of claim 3 wherein the second signal
serves as a clock signal for the second latch circuit.

5. The power tool of claim 4 wherein the second latch
circuit monitors the sequence of magnitude variations in the
second and third signals in response to receiving an output
state with a high value from the first latch circuit.

6. The power tool of claim 5 wherein the second latch
circuit generates the shutdown signal with a high value in
response to the third signal having a high value during a rising
edge of the second signal.

7. The power tool of claim 1 wherein the first latch circuit
and the second latch circuit are further defined as D-type latch
circuit.

8. The power tool of claim 7 further comprises a resistor
having a first terminal coupled to a set input of the first latch
circuit and a second terminal coupled to a capacitor and a
reset input of the first latch circuit.

9. The power tool of claim 2 wherein the position sensors
are further defined as Hall Effect sensors.
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